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Flood
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any appeals, the final maps
for rating purposes would
be released in August 201S.
Mahaney said he believes
most homeowners will be
satisfied with the new maps
because of the decrease in
V (velocity) zones and the
likelihood of homes in flood
zones not having to be raised
or raised as high as owners
anticipated.

“It’s my understanding
from the preliminary dis-
cussion that the flood maps,
the Preliminary Work Maps,
are more conducive to our
residents than the origi-
nal Advisory Base Flood
Elevation maps that came out
at the beginning of this year,”
he said. “They have reduced
some of the V zones in size
and number, and they also
lowered some of the eleva-
tions.”

Mahaney said the city
plans to host another town
hall meeting once council is
further along in the process,
much like the meeting held at
Convention Hall in June. He
said the next meeting would
be in early 2014 if all goes
according to plan.

Look
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sible for the review and
examination of these items
will consist of Mahaney,
Deputy Mayor William
Murray, City Manager Bruce
MacLeod, Planning Board
Engineer Craig Hurless,
City Solicitor Tony Monzo,
Code Enforcement Officer
John Queenan, Zoning Board
member Claire McAlinden,
Planning Board member John
Van de Vaarst and Zoning
Officer Mary Rothwell.

During public comment,
resident Jim Wyatt said the
Washington Street Mall has
a number of businesses with
outdoor seating, which he
alleged has lead to an abun-
dance of littering on the mall.

“It’s a disgrace how some
people treat the mall,” he
said.

Wyatt said business own-
ers should have a responsi-
bility keep the area around
their property clean or the
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city should have part-time
employees to do so. He said
it was not just outdoor seat-
ing customers to blame for
the problem, but mall goers
in general and some neglect
from the city. He said many
of the flower and tree boxes
are falling apart because the
city has not addressed the
issue. MacLeod said there is
a plan in the works to replace
the flower boxes with more
sufficient material. He said
it was an ongoing battle with
the original contractor, as the
material used was not what
the city expected when the
flower boxes were finished
in 2008.

Wyatt said regarding the lit-
tering, incidences of vandal-
ism and disregard for city
code and mall regulations,
the city should have Class
II or part-time police offi-
cers patrolling the mall and
the surrounding area for bet-
ter enforcement, especially
between the hours of 7 and
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10 p.m. He said even though
skateboarding and bicycling
on the mall have been out-
lawed, there are still inci-
dences occurring regularly.

“These officers could stop
these kids from skateboard-
ing and riding their bicycles,
going head on with people
telling them to get out of the
way. I was sitting on the mall
today and there were a couple
of benches pulled right out of
their foundation,” he said. “I
think we need more enforce-
ment out there.”

Mahaney agreed there
needed to be more police
presence on the Washington
Street Mall. He said outdoor
seating committee meetings
will be open to the public
and advertised accordingly so
residents are aware.

HERE’S AN
IDEA...BUY
SOMEONE A GIFT
SUBSCRIPTION TO
THE CAPE MAY
STAR AND WAVE.

Report
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ity report is a non-binding
report, having no legal affect
on Cape May’s potential with-
draw from the district. He
said the city would have 30
days to petition the state com-
missioner of education follow-
ing the release of Stepura’s
report (NJSA 18A: 13-54).

“The commissioner of edu-
cation will then convene a
board of review to examine
the feasibility reports and
vote to authorize a referen-
dum,” he said.

He said the referendum
would allow residents from
all of the constituent munici-
palities to vote on Cape May’s
withdrawal from or dissolu-
tion of the Lower Cape May
Regional School District. He

Sewers

said the voter referendum
would occur in late 2014 if
authorized.

Gagliardi said if the voter
referendum is not approved
or residents vote to keep Cape
May as part of the district,
keeping taxes for the city at
the same level, the next step
would be to take its case to
court.

Cape May has made it clear
if it withdraws from the dis-
trict, or if the district is dis-
solved, it would not send its
students to a different school.
The city is hoping to lower
its current tax levy to the
district, which is around $6.6
million or 35 percent of the
schools overall budget.

Cape May’s feasibility
report said while Cape May is
presently paying over $79,000

per student sent to the dis-
trict, the amount is estimated
to increase to nearly $93,000
for the 2013-2014 school year,
as the funding formula is pri-
marily based on equalized
property value.

Cape May property own-
ers pay at a rate of .226 per
$100 of assessed value. In
Lower Township the rate is
.291/$100 and in West Cape
May, .294/$100.

If Cape May is successful in
its efforts, Lower Township
could see a $5.S million dol-
lar tax levy increase, accord-
ing to Cape May’s feasibil-
ity report. Lower Township
Mayor Mike Beck has said he
believes the amount would be
much higher for residents of
Lower Township.
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sale.

According to Santoro, sev-
eral neighbors are spending
between $12,000 and $20,000
to address storm water flood-
ing, including installing
French drains and automat-
ic sump pumps to deal with
water.

Township Manager Mike
Voll said the council was
trying to address the issue.
He added that the develop-
ment probably should not
have been built where it is.
According to one of the neigh-
bors, Roseann Avenue used to
be a creek bed. A storm sewer
on nearby Deborah Avenue
seems to have running water
in it all the time. Resident Bill
Rogers said during a storm
he can stand in his yard and
watch a stream of water run-
ning from Susanne Avenue
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Dogﬂsh Head Craft Brews
Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty
Sierra Nevada Limited Selections

Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN
PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
BEST GLUTEN FREE
MENU AT THE SHORE

LUCKY BONES

BACKWATER GRILLE

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

( Lucky 13 )

$13 ALL DAY  UNTIL 5:00PM

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo,
Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSEDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits
WEDNESDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta

pan-tossed rustic Marinara two %lb house-rolled Meatballs
THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter
Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

1200 RT. 109 SOUTH CAPE MAY, NJ * 609-884-BONE (2663) » WWW.LUCKYBONESGRILLE.COM

through his back yard.

Voll said the township is
not skirting the issue, and is
spending $65,000 on a study
to determine the breadth and
scope of the problem and
the potential cost to fix it.
He said he is aware that the
trunk line is 40 to 60 percent
blocked and that it would be a
big expense simply go in and
replace the trunk line.

“We could spend $2 million
to $3 million to replace it,” he
said. “But we are not going to
do a quick fix and spend $2
million to $3 million.”

Township Engineer George
Curvan said the matter
involved more than just
replacing a sewer pipe.

“We need an analysis of the
entire area,” he said.

Last year the engineer-
ing firm of Hatch Mott
MacDonald said a study was
needed to ascertain how much
water was draining into the
truck line and from where it
was coming. Representatives
said they needed to look at the
entire watershed area.

Resident Joe Thomas said
the study was commissioned
more than a year ago.

“The road is not terra firma
—it’s liquid,” he said.

Residents also mentioned
sinking sidewalks and cracked
pavement, which they believe
is due to washout underneath
the street. Santoro said a resi-
dent in the 200 block had the
end of his driveway collapse

while backing out his truck.

Santoro asked what the
engineers were doing for the
past year.

“Are they going to college
to learn how to do this?” he
asked.

Voll said they had spoken to
the engineering firm, which
indicated it was backed up
by work related to Hurricane
Sandy.

Mayor Mike Beck said he
knows there are drainage
problems in the township and
he has gotten calls from New
York Avenue to Bayshore
Road. He said they want to do
something, but the township
wants to do the right thing.
He said he understood there
is a problem on Roseann, but
said the township makes a
distinction between problems
and great problems.

“The rule of thumb is if the
water is gone in 24 hours it
is not a great problem. But
(Roseann Avenue) is a prob-
lem that needs fixed,” he said.

Voll said the township has
to do its best to meet the
needs of residents but still
need to be frugal with town-
ship money.

Councilman Thomas Conrad
assured said something is
being done about the prob-
lem.

“This problem has been
kicked down the road for
years, but this council is

Please see Sewers, page A7
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AT THE VIRGINIA

Early Seating & Champagne Special
Visit us mid-week for early seating (Sunday - Thursday)
and receive complimentary 2 glasses of house bubbly with our

Early Seating 3-Course Prix Fixe menu.

Advance reservations are required. Please mention “bubbles”.
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DINING RooM  Open daily from 5:00pm offering our full menu.
Early seating prix-fixe menu available 5:00pm-6:00pm. $35+ per person.

EBBITT LOUNGE Open Daily from 4:00pm. Offering our Small Plates menu from 5:00pm.
Haprpy HOUR Monday - Friday 4:00pm-6:00pm. Offering half priced beer and wines by the glass.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT with Pianist Paul Sottile, Jr. every Thursday - Sunday night 6:30pm-10:30pm.

RESERVATIONS ARE RECOMMENDED. PLEASE cALL 609.884.5700
25 JacksoN STREET, CAaPE MAy, NJ 08204. virginiahotel.com

$35+ per person.
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